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Motivations

Why do research infrastructures need a 
publication database?

• Reporting to management

• Reporting to funding agencies 

• Reporting to agencies evaluating the quality of 
research

• Providing useful feedback to the Proposal Review 
Panels



Desirable characteristics of the database

• Data input must be user friendly and error free

• Multiple data entries are requested
• Authors’ names and countries of origin

• Publication data must be reliable!

• Associated proposal number; funding info

• Associated instrumentation (beamline / laboratory name)

• Access point

• The database must be versatile and upgradable
• Manage different publication types (Articles, Proceedings, 

Theses, Books, .... )



Data entry and validation flow

input requires the 

DOI and basic info 

on the proposal

1. Submission

Users, BL or lab staff

input data need

to be checked 

carefully!

2. Validation

BL or lab coordinator

notification

validation is most reliably 

performed by the BLC rather than 

a generic supervisor

Staff involvement ensures quicker 

submission and good database 

maintenance

publication data is 

obtained from

Scopus / ISI-WoS



Submission suggestions at log-in

list of suggested 

publications by the user

! Problem of the «missing» entries !

Finding the publications that are not in the database



DOI submission

The VUO auto-check for duplications



DOI submission

Publication data is imported from Scopus, if available



Checking the data before validation

Even if the authors’ list is imported from Scopus, errors are likely to occur

Data are cross-checked with the VUO database and corrected manually



Checking the data before validation

Proposal no. and instrumentation info are checked by the BL / Lab coordinator



Checking the data before validation



Integration with the Elettra website

A plug-in is available for the automated update of the publication list 

shown in the beamline / lab website


