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EU grants to boost your career: 
ERC and MSCA

2

A. Overview of MSCA and ERC calls – C. Blasetti

B. Meet a winner – C. Vozzi

C. Interactive session !
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Why should I apply? Why not?

3

PROs 

 

• Get independent funding

• Build your own research team

• Relocate in the EU 

• Improve soft skills

• Learn from the best

• Never try, never succeed ☺ CONs  

• It’s hard work

• Can be frustrating

What’s NEXT? 

→ Give a boost to your career !
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EU funding: open to the world
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HORIZON EUROPE: EU Research & Innovation Funding programme 

is open to researchers of any nationality  

Warning: Marie Skłodowska-Curie 

Actions must respect the “Mobility rule”

Some restrictions do apply for certain countries (e.g. Russia) and/or certain 

calls (e.g. China), but this only refers to affiliation, not nationality
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From idea to project (funded)

5

writing & submitting 
a proposal

Colleagues
Grant Offices

review 
process

wrong topic?
Wrong objective?

wrong plan?

• Launch your 
project

• Perform 
activities

• Report and 
outlook

Eligibility

NCP 
Host Institution
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Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions
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➢ Mobility at any career stage from early-stage doctoral candidates to 

experienced postdoctoral researchers

➢ 8.000 researchers / year

➢ Doctoral Networks → MSCA-DN → you can be a supervisor ;) 

➢ Post-doctoral Fellowships → MSCA-PF 

➢ Staff exchanges → MSCA-SE → get engaged

→ Being a MSCA fellow is a quality label
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MSCA-PF intro
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Objective: 
➢ support researchers’ careers and foster excellence in research

➢ support PhD holders to carry out their research activities abroad

➢ acquire new skills and develop careers

➢ gain experience in other countries, disciplines and non-academic sectors.  

2 types of post-doctoral fellowships: 
➢ European PFs: any nationality, 1-2 years in EU Member State or HE Associated Country

➢ Global PFs: outside EU, 2-3 years of which 1-2 in a non-associated country

➢ Secondments all over the world

➢ Additional 6 months for non-academic placement
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MSCA-PF eligibility
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➢ Mobility rule: they must not have resided or carried out their main activity 

(work, studies, etc.) in the country of the beneficiary (for European 

Postdoctoral Fellowships), or the host organisation for the outgoing phase 

(for Global Postdoctoral Fellowships) for more than 12 months in the 36 

months immediately before the call deadline

➢ Must have a PhD at the time of the call deadline

➢ Must have a maximum of eight years experience in research, from the 

date of the award of their PhD degree, years of experience outside 

research and career breaks 
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Hints & Tips: Radiance manual
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➢ Choose the right panel & keywords

➢ Follow the template

Radiance manual

- Guidance through form-filling

- Match evaluation criteria

- Examples of weak and strong 

points from previous 

Evaluation Summary Reports 
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MSCA-PF deadline
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HORIZON-MSCA-2026-PF-01

Call open: apply here

Deadline: September 9th, 2026, 17:00 CET

February 2027: call results

April 2027: Grant Agreement signature

May 2027: first EU-funded projects start

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-PF-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=msca&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
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Successful MSCA projects
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/

ENIGMA MSCA-PF (Dr. S. Lemmers))

Keywords (freetext)

• Bone histology, life history, human evolution, 

ontogeny, Synchrotron radiation, physical 

activity, adaptation

• Tomography, science communication

Descriptors (drop-down menu)

• Prehistory and protohistory

• Human life-span development

• Microscopy

• Biodiversity, comparative biology

• Systems evolution, biological adaptaion, phylogenetics, systematics

97.70/100 score!

https://enigma-virtualbone.com/
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ERC Intro
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Objective:

➢ fund excellent investigators for ground-breaking and ambitious research

➢ empower individual researchers and provide the best settings to foster their creativity

➢ set up or consolidate their own independent research team or programme, as well as

➢ support already established research leaders

What is an ERC idea? It can take different forms, e.g.:

• A bold hypothesis or theoretical framework (as expected by many panels)

• A creative solution to a persistent challenge

• A new conceptual or methodological approach

What matters is that the idea reflects the unique ERC expectations
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ERC Schemes
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Any age and carreer stage → eligibility windows for each call

StG – Starting Grant
- Individual grant

- Up to 1.5MEuro

- 5 years

CoG – Consolidator Grant
- Individual grant

- Up to 2MEuro

- 5 years

AdG – Advanced Grant
- Individual grant

- Up to 2.5MEuro

- 5 years

PoC – Proof of Concept Grant
- 150kEuro

- for ERC holders

SyG – Synergy Grant
- 2 - 4 PIs

- Up to 10MEuro

- 6 years
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ERC StG and CoG
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StG – Starting Grant

from 0 to 10 years after PhD

at 01/01/2027

CoG – Consolidator Grant
from 5 to 15 years after PhD

at 01/01/2027

WP 2027 not yet published

ERC video on new eligibility windows

0 years

➢ Elibigility period may be extended for parental leave or clinical training

➢ At most 1 StG and 1 CoG during their career

5 years 15 years10 years

StG eligibility

CoG eligilbity

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=08LtPWbbjmo


C. Blasetti – 02/06/2026NEXT Annual Meeting – Prague 2026

15

ERC Panel
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What’s NEXT? Choose your panel(s) !

➢ 28 panels, 10-15 descriptors each

➢ Each panel is made by 12-18 members 

→ > 450 per call and per year

➢ Panel Chair is known, full composition public only 

once the results are published

➢ A panel may not include an expert in your discipline, 

they are semi-generalists 

BUT

➢ ERC can establish collaborations between panels

AND

➢ The members of ERC panels alternate to allow panel 

members to apply to te ERC calls in alternate years

https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/panel-members?GnS98WOMRd
https://erc.europa.eu/apply-grant/panel-members?GnS98WOMRd
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ERC Proposal
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An ERC application is composed of:
• the administrative form (Part A) including budget table, resources, time commitment, etc 

• completed Part B1 template 

→ Part I of the Scientific Proposal (5 pages) + Curriculum Vitae + Track Record (4 pages)

• completed Part B2 template

→ Part II of the Scientific Proposal + funding ID table (7 pages except 10 pages for SyG)

• mandatory documentation: PhD certificate for StG and CoG, Host institution support letter, etc 

• if applicable, additional supporting documentation related to ethics and security issues

Take-home message

➢ Intrigue (part B1)

➢ Convince (part B2)

➢ Inspire (B1 + B2 + interview)
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ERC winners
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1st order: contact winning colleagues

0th order approximation: ERC dashboard

M. Chergui

P. Thibault

TOP: Meet the winners → Caterina Vozzi! 

CONCERT 

ERC SyG

01/04/2026

https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c140622a-87e0-412e-8b29-9b5ddd857e13/sheet/61a0bd1d-cd6d-4ac8-8b55-80d8661e44c0/state/analysis
https://chirax.elettra.eu/
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Upcoming ERC deadlines
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Starting 

Grant

Consolidator 

Grant

Advanced 

Grant

Synergy 

Grant

Call ID ERC-2027-StG ERC-2027-CoG ERC-2026-AdG ERC-2027-SyG

Opening 07/2026* 09/2026* 28/05/2026 07/2026*

Deadline 10/2026* 01/2027* 27/08/2026 11/2026*

* To be confirmed, ERC 2027 work programme not published yet
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Useful tips
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Don’t be shy: exploit any support offer!

➢ Ask colleagues for proof—reading 

• never undestimate an “external point of view” on your work

• your colleague might have a reviewer experience

➢ National Contact Points & Grant Offices often provide pre-screening

• CV strenght evaluation, call choice, B1 and B2

➢ …and when in Step 3…mockup interviews are precious!
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National Contact Points - 1
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For Italian Host Institutions: NCPs

The network of National Contact Points (NCPs) is the main 

structure to provide guidance, practical information and 

assistance on all aspects of participation in Horizon Europe. 

NCPs are established in Member States, Associated Countries 

as well as many non-EU and non-associated countries ("third 

countries").
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/

https://horizoneurope.apre.it/ncp/
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/
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National Contact Points - 2
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NCPs are also grouped in thematic projects (!)

EU NCPs for MSCAEU NCPs for ERC

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/erc
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Use of Artificial Intelligence  - 1
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CONs 

 

• Time needed to train the LLM

• Most powerful tools are pay-for

• Beware of intellectual property

• Biases / hallucinations

• Needs strong content basis 

• …

PROs - if you’re skilled

 

• Can scan work programmes

• Can speed up summary 

• Can summarize e.g. bullet points

• Can find inconsistencies in 

numbers e.g. person-months

• Needs strong content basis ☺

• …
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Use of Artificial Intelligence  - 2
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Ask the experts around here ☺ 

Take a specific course (e.g. Regional ones)

EC living guidelines – version May 2026

Follow your Institution – or the future Host Institution 

for your Use of AI Guidelines, if available

Future Tutorial ☺ ? 
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Useful links
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MSCA website: https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/ 

Funding & tenders portal call page: 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/ 

ERC website: https://erc.europa.eu/homepage 

Cordis database: https://cordis.europa.eu/ 

NotebookLM: https://notebooklm.google.com/?pli=1 :

LMStudio (GPT-OSS): https://lmstudio.ai/ :

Perplexity: https://www.perplexity.ai/ 

Claude: https://claude.ai/login 

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://notebooklm.google.com/?pli=1
https://lmstudio.ai/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://claude.ai/login
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Keep calm and…
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What’s NEXT? 

KEEP CALM and…prepare your proposals (in due time)! 

Sli.do:

1. Have you ever submitted an 

ERC or MSCA proposal?

2. Are you planning to do so in 

2026-2027?

3. Whas this tutorial useful?
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Have you ever submitted 
an ERC or MSCA 
proposal?

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting 
from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design
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Extra slide(s)
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Member States: 27 

Third Countries Associated to HE:  Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Canada, Egypt, Faroe Islands, Georgia, Iceland, Israel, Kosovo, 

Moldova, Montenegro, New Zealand, North Macedonica, Norway, Republic of 

Korea, Serbia, Switzerland, Tunisia, Türkije, Ukraine, United Kingdom

Non-associated countries (for MSCA-PF Global): all other countries, but 

some low- to middle-income countries are automatically eligible for funding 

(e.g. Uzbekistan, Jordan, Argentina)
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Extra slide(s)

28

Percentiles 

of MSCA-PF 2025

call
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Extra slide(s)
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Success rate(s) for ERC-StG and -CoG: https://erc.europa.eu/statistics-0
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Extra slide(s)
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•https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-scientific-council-readjusts-rules-reapplication

•https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/applying-erc-grant-2027-competitions-what-you-need-know

•https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-president-explains-stricter-application-measures-amid-rising-demand-funding

•https://erc.europa.eu/news-events/news/erc-president-explains-changes-erc-evaluation-procedures

•https://erc.europa.eu/system/files/2025-09/Changes_to_ERC_evaluation_procedures_background_rationale.pdf
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